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BEFORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, PRINCIPAL

BENCH, NEW DELHI
0.A. No. 695 of 2024
IN THE MATTER OF:
Shyam Ji Mishra ...Applicant
Versus
State of Uttar Pradesh ...Respondents

REPLY/REPORT ON BEHALF OF DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER,
SONEBHADRA

Most Respecttully Showeth:

I. That the instant original application is registered suo-motu on the basis of
the letter petition dated 08.10.2023 received from Shyam Ji Mishra. Wherein
Complainant had alleged that for construction of Obra ‘C’ Thermal Power
Station, about 50,000 trees were illegally cut in collision with Authorities
and now a new project of Obra ‘D’ Thermal Power Station has been
sanctioned for which about 1 lakh trees are likely to be cut in an illegal
manner causing damage to environment. Subsequently, on 27.07.2024
direction issued by Hon’ble Tribunal for factual report.

That the matter was listed on dated 02.09.2024 and Hon’ble Tribunal

[N

impleaded the following as respondents in the matter:
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i.  State of UP through Additional Chief Secretary/Principal Secretary
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Lucknow.
i.  Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, U.P, Lucknow.
ii.  Divisional Forest Officer, Sonebhadra
iv.. U.P pollution Control Board through Member Secretary at Building
No. TC-12V, Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar Lucknow-226 010
v.  Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, New at Jor
Bagh Rd, Lodi Colony, New Delhi, Delhi 110003
vi.  U.P. Rajvidyut Upadan Nigam Limited, Obra. Sonebhadra through its
Managing Director.
vii.  Obra Thermal Power Project Limited, U.P. Rajvidyut Upadan Nigam
Limited, Obra, Sonebhadra through its Chief General Manager.
. That further direction given in para 5 of the order dated 02.09.2024 passed
by the Hon’ble Tribunal that
“3. From the report we find that neither it has been specified as to whether
the land in which trees have been cut is a forest land or not, nor regarding
the kind of trees, age and other details of the trees which were allowed to be
cut by Divisional Forest Officer including, ownership of land, necessary
facts have been disclosed. We are also at a loss to appreciate as to what
relevant considerations were considered by Divisional Forest Officer in
permitting culting of trees since that is the requirement under the provisions
of UP Protection of Trees Act, 1975. The report therefore is incomplete and
does not discloses all the necessary facts.”
. It is respectfully submitted that the department’s reply/report in response to
the above direction is annexed hereto as Annexure A.
. It 1s further submitted that land plot number 2327A in the village of Billi

Markundi, containing trees that were removed during the construction of
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Obra Thermal Project 'C', is not classified as forest land. This land is not
listed in the Section 20 Gazette notification, a copy of which is annexed
herewith as Annexure B, The said land is owned by the Obra Colony, UP
State Electricity Council Generation Corporation Ltd., Obra, and a certified

extract of the Khatauni is enclosed herewith as Annexure C.

[t 1s additionally submitted that, according to the records available in the
office, the maps prepared at that time indicate that 4,191 and 1,156 trees
were impacted by the construction of Obra Thermal Project 'C'. Details
regarding the 4,191 trees located in Sectors 5, 6, and 7 of Obra Colony,
which were affected by the project’s construction, are provided in the list
annexed as Annexure D. The detailed list of the 1,156 trees is annexed as

Annexure E.

It is submitted that a request for permission to fell 4,191 trees located in
Sectors 5, 6. and 7 of Obra Colony was submitted via a letter dated
20.11.2016 (photocopy annexed as Annexure F). Permission was
subsequently granted by the then Divisional Forest Officer on 25.11.2016 to
fell these 4,191 trees impacted by the construction of Obra Thermal Project

'C". A copy of this permission letter is anncxed as Annexure G.

Similarly, it is submitted that requests dated 13.10.2017 and 30.01.2018
sought permission to fell 1,156 trees, which was duly granted. Copies of the
permission requests and the permissions cranted are annexed herewith as

Annexures H and I, respectively.




Date: 12.11.2024

Place: New Delhi
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Through
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-Gigi C. George

Advocate

Standing Counsel (UOI)



288 Annexure A

A0 THoGo<i0 H fa=meElT 3flovo H&T 695 /2024 TUTH S s
M ¥ AP Joulo T Y H UIRA Q¥ fQ=195—02.09.2024
g1 Y T fAider @ eure A T @& e | w0 gHoShodio
a8 faeel § oA /3t qiiRgel fhd 9 &7 SfelE—

1. 3 W Sl s gRY Sfgwr ardrg aRaern @ @ faior # s @ od
AERT T oA YAk URIIGHAT B RO & oy @ 9 darel gea &
[ | 70 THOSHOEI0 # 3HI0V0 WEAT 695 /2024 T Sl AT 991 W
3% Joulo 9 =T g fobar =, f5d w0 gHosiiodlo, w18 fieell R
feiTh—24.07.2024 &1 Fr=ferReaa afrewr R o Tam om—

1. “ This Original Application has been registered in exercise of suomoto
jurisdiction under Sections 14 and 15 of National Green Tribunal Act,
2010 (hereinafter referred to as ‘NGT Act, 2010°) on a letter petition
dated 08.10.2023 sent by Shyam Ji Mishra alleging that for construction
of colonies of Obra Power Plant i.e. Obra ‘C’ Thermal Power Station

- above 50,000 trees were cut illegally in collusion with authorities and
now project for establishment of Obra ‘D’ Thermal Power Project has
been sanctioned for which about 1,00,000 trees are likely to be cut and no
compensatory plantation activities have been undertaken by the project
proponent.

2. The allegations made in the letter petition give arise to substantial
question relating to environment due to implementation of Scheduled
enactments under NGT Act, 2010, but before taking any further action in
the matter, we find it appropriate to obtain a factual Report for which we
constitute a Joint Committee comprising District Magistrate, Sonbhadra,
Uttar Pradesh -Pollution Control Board, Divisional Forest Officer,
Sonbhadra and integrated Regional Office, Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, Lucknow.

3. Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board shall be the Nodal Agency for
compliance and coordination.

4, Above Committee shall visit the site, interact with Project Proponent, as
also with complainant, collect relevant information and submit a factual
Report within one month to this Tribunal.

5. A copy of this order be forwarded to District Magistrate, Sonbhadra,
Uttar Pradesh State Pollution Control Board, Divisional Forest Officer,

N7 g9 aftrard
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Sonbhadra and integrated Regional Office, Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate, Lucknow for information and compliance.
6. List this matter on 02nd September, 2024.”

2. ®I0 TAoSH0cI0, A3 facel & SUNIGT ARy fQA16—24.07.2024 T afda
ARy g RuiE /aifie@ 70 gHosfiodio =1 ficell @ wWeT uwqqa o
T |

3. |l g1 uxgd b & RUIE /el &1 A9 ofd §U, #0 THoSH0EN0
T3 fowell RT fa16—02.00.2024 @I ameer URT & Y, ¥ %7 A
et fresr feam T g—

“...5-From the report we find that neither it has been specified as to
whether the land in which trees have been cut is a forest land or not, nor
regarding the kind of trees, age and other details of the trees which were
allowed to be cut by Divisional Forest Officer including, ownership of
land, necessary facts have been disclosed. We are also at a loss to
appreciate as to what relevant considerations were considered by
Divisional Forest Officer in permitting cutting of trees since that is the
requirement under the provisions of UP Protection of Trees Act, 1975.
The report therefore is incomplete and does not discloses all the
necessary facts....”

aen frfaRed 1 9aER IR T B
1. State of UP through Additional Chief Secretary/Principal Secretary
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Lucknow.
2. Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, U.P, Lucknow.
Divisional Forest Officer, Sonebhadra
4. U.P pollution Control Board through Member Secretary at Building
No. TC-12V, Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar Lucknow-226 010
5. Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, New at Jor
Bagh Rd, Lodi Colony, New Delhi, Delhi 110003
6. U.P. Rajvidyut Upadan Nigam Limited, Obra, Sonebhadra through its

(W8]

Managing Director.
\ @/ 7. Obra Thermal Power Project Limited, U.P. Rajvidyut Upadan Nigam
e :'ﬁ_a T afera Limited, Obra, Sonebhadra through its Chief General Manager.
SIar ¥4, §lawr a9 gy
4. 70 TAoSHodN0, A5 fieell ™1 wiRG oy fRA™F—02.002024 & fag
dea-5 # fod W il & o9 # frefaRed aoal | s SR o

SRk aﬁ"flq' rd
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